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DEAR AMATEUR,

With the acquisition of an Agfa Silette SL, you will be looking at your surround-
ings, your house, your family, holidays, week ends—everything in fact that holds
pleasant memories in a new light—as subjects for your camera. The purpose of
this booklet is to help you to quick success and pictures with the expert touch.
If you will read the following pages through really carefully, you will find this
the quickest way to learn all about your Agfa Silette SL and the way fo use it.

Taking photographs with this miniature camera is actually very simple; there
are very few things to remember and they are quickly learnt. The use of the
exposure meter, particularly, is simplicity itself, because an ingenious coupling
of the meter setting pointer with the stop ensures automatically that the shutter
gives the correct exposure. This innovation has effected a considerable simplifica-
tion in the operation of the camera.

The 4-component Agfa Color-Solinar lens, with a maximum aperture of £/2.8 and,
of course, coated, gives outstandingly good reproduction, whether for black-
and-white or colour photography.

We are confident that your Agfa Silette  SL will bring you a great deal of
pleasure.
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DOUBLE EXPOSURE AND BLANK FRAME PREVENTING INTERLOCK

The Agfa Silette SL is provided with an interlock for preventing double ex-
posures and blank frames. This means that it is not possible to make two
exposures on the same frame and also that the film cannot be wound on fo
the next frame until after a picture has been taken on it. If, therefore, it is
found that the release button cannot be operated, this means either that the
film has not been wound on after the previous exposure or that the rapid
film wind lever was not taken right round to the stop. If the laiter is the case,
the winding can be completed, by again operating the lever as far as it will
go, without wasting any film. If there is any doubt, when some time has elapsed
since last using the camera, whether or not the film has been wound on, the
film wind lever should be tried. If it cannot be operated, the camera is ready
for the next exposure.

When the camera has been loaded as explained above, give the film wind lever
one more turn—the exposure counter will now read 36——and the camera is now
ready for the first exposure. The subject distance must then be set on the focusing
scale and it remains to decide what shutter speed and stop to use.

THE EXPOSURE METER

The setting frame of the exposure meter is coupled direct to the stop and shutter
speed setfing ring on the shutter; consequently the operation of setting the
meter reading on the shutter, which would otherwise be necessary, is eliminated.

www.butkus.us 14
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DEPTH OF FIELD

The lens is focused by rotating the front cell of the lens mount until the subject
distance comes opposite to the index mark (e. g. 10 feet in Fig. 15).

Just as the shutter speed is dependent upon the stop, so does the stop control
the range of definition in front of and behind the point on which the lens is
focused. When the lens is “stopped down” to a small aperture this range of
sharp focus is considerably extended, and this is said to “increase the depth of
field”. The depth of field also increases as the subject distance increases.

The depth of field is thus controlled jointly by the stop and the subject distance.
The exact value of the depth of field for any particular stop and distance can
be seen from the table on pages 30-31.

It should be emphasized that in calculating these values a very high standard of
definition was used, so that strict adherance to them is necessary only for tech-
nical photography or for work intended for very considerable enlargement
demanding the utmost sharpness in the negative. For all practical purposes the
figures given by the depth-of-field scale provided on the camera will fully suffice.
While these are somewhat greater than the values given by the table, ex-
perience has shown that they are adequate for most purposes. As an example
may serve the 10 feet setting shown in the accompanying illustration.
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THE CHOICE OF SHUTTER SPEED AND STOP

Referring back to the example on page 17, it still remains to decide which
combination of stop and shutter speed is the best fo use. In landscape photo-
graphy greater importance is to be attached to using as small as possible a
stop in order to secure maximum depth of field. In our example (page 17), one
would therefore set the triangular index to 1/30 and f/11. The reverse, how-
ever, is the case for example in sports photography where the fastet possible
shutter speed is required to stop subject movement. For example, /300 second
with the stop intermediate between /2.8 and f/4.

It is immaterial, so far as the film is concerned, how the light reaching it is
controlled; that is to say, whether a large amount of light (= large stop) is
allowed to pass through the lens for a short time, or whether the same total
amount of light is achieved by the use of a smaller stop and a slower shutter
sEeed. Since any alteration of shutter speed is automatically accompanied by
the appropriate change in the stop, the film always receives the same ex-
posure as determined by the exposure mefer setting.

The fixed coupling precludes any possibility of inadvertently altering the
combination. However, it is advisable to make frequent checks of the pointer
deflection of the built-in exposure meter of the Silette SL. It is only necessary
to open the protecting cover and check whether the pointer is still centred in
the setting frame.
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SOME HINTS ON THE USE OF THE EXPOSURE METER

When measuring the exposure in sunshine, filt the camera g few degrees
downwards. Experience shows that as a rule the sky occupies a considerable
proportion of the negative, and since with but few exceptions it is brighter
than the subject proper, it is better to point the camera, for the purpose of
the measurement, at this darker part of the picture area. If there are very
great differences in brightness between different parts of the subject it is
necessary to decide which parts of the picture must in any circumstances be
correctly rendered. This—one might call it essential—part of the picture should
be metered from close up, by approaching the subject with the camera
directed at this essential part, waiching the exposure meter, until it is seen that
the lighter surroundings are clearly exerting no influence on the reading; this
is indicated by the fact that the reading does not materially change on still
closer approach. The photograph is then taken from the original standpoint using
the exposure value thus determined.,

But note also the remarks on page 29 regarding the effect on exposure values of
the use of filters.
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THE PRONTOR SLK SHUTTER

Details of operation:

The large milled ring controls the shutter speeds.

The black figures
300 125 60 30 15 8 4 2 1

are automatically controlled exposure times, the last five of which, viz. 15, 8, 4,
2 and 1 cannot be safely used with the camera held in the hand. The numbers
represent fractions of a second, e. g. 300 = /390 second, 8 = 1/g second, etc.

When set to B the shutter remains open so long as the release button is kept
depressed, and for such time exposures a tripod or other firm support is essential.
The green figures are not used for setting purposes. They serve only to indicate
how many full seconds time exposure are required with the shutter set to B,
when only very small deflections of the meter pointer are aftained. The appro-
priate stop is read off on the scale adjacent to the green figure.

Keeping the coupling key ® (Fig. 16) pressed in, set the indicated stop opposite
to the pointer (D and expose for the required number of seconds. This will alter
the setting which has been made by means of the exposure meter setting frame,
and the exposure value must therefore be re-set for the next exposure.
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THE DELAYED ACTION (SELF TIMER)

Setting V = delayed action (also known as self-timer).

When, as occasionally happens, you wish to include yourself in a photograph, after winding on
the film, push back the small lever (8) (Fig. 16) to V. About seven seconds will then elapse, after
the release is préssed, before the shutter operates.

After operation, the lever automatically returns to X; it may also be pushed back to this position
should it not be desired after all, to use the self-timer. Once the delay-action mechanism has
started running, the film must not be wound on, nor the release button be pressed a second time.
Any shutter speed may be used with the self-timer but not the B setting. The selftimer can also be
used in conjunction with flash, but only with X-synchronization.

FLASH SYNCHRONIZATION

Setting X = X-synchronization.

The usual setting for flashbulbs. Every carton of flashbulbs carries details of the type of synchroni-
z/ation they require, i. e. X or M setting. The best shutter speed to use with the X setting is /a0 or
1/g0 second.

With electronic flash the X setting is always used; in this case, however, even the fastest shutter
speeds may be used for fast moving subjects.

Setting M = M-synchronization.

With the sﬁnchronizing lever set to M, only those flash bulbs can be used which are specifically

stated on the carton as requiring M-synchronization.

With these it is possible also to use faster shutter speeds than /g0 second should fast moving sub-
jects require it.

The exposure meter and flash. The exposure meter of the Silette SL cannot be used with flash. On
account of the coupling between stop and shutter speed, the shutter speed must be set first, and

;]hehsfop afterwards. The necessary exposure data will be found in the instructions issued with the
ashgun.
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EXPOSING

When the release button is operated, the shutter opens and, regardless of how
long the button remains depressed, the shutter closes again after the lapse of the
time period for which it has been set.

With the camera held in the hand, only the faster shutter speeds from 1/g to
1/300 sec. should be used, or, in case of necessity, /30 sec. For any slower speed a
firm support, or better still, a tripod and a cable release are essential,

VIEWFINDER PARALLAX

The viewfinder shows just what area of the subject will be included in the picture.
When taking close-ups, however, a small error is introduced by the fact that the
viewfinder is at a higher level than the camera lens. In practice this only becomes
noticeable with subject distances from 3 to 6 feet. When taking horizontal close-
ups, therefore, the camera should be tilted slightly upwards; for vertical close-
ups it should be turned slightly towards the viewfinder side.

www.butkus.us 2







wind the film right back by turning the knob in the direction of the arrow. This
operation is complete when the film detaches itself from the take-up spool, and
this point can be detacted by a slight resistance to rewinding. By carefully con-
tinuing rewinding check whether it is still possible to turn the rewind knob even
when the rewind release button is released. As soon as this is the case the
rewinding must be stopped.

The camera back can now be opened as described on page 7. Pull out the rewind
knob as far as it will go, so that the cassefte can easily be removed. It should
at once be packed up in a light-tight wrapping and marked “exposed”.

CARE OF THE CAMERA

By taking care of your camera you can lengthen its useful life. It is specially
important in this connection to protect your Silefte SL from the weather by
keeping it always in the convenient ever-ready case. The camera is secured in
the case by the refaining screw, so that it can be used inclined at any angle
without fear of its falling out.

Before loading the cameraq, take care too, that the interior of the camera, and
the surface of the lens, are free from dust or any other foreign matter.

2
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THE EFFECT ON EXPOSURE OF THE USE OF FILTERS

Filters are used for the purpose of correcting or modifying the way in which
colours are rendered on black-and-white film. We supply glass filters uniformly
coloured in the mass and optically polished plane-parallel to the highest degree
of precision. For the Agfa Silette SL these are available in the four colours, light
yellow, medium yellow, yellow-green and orange-red, in 37 mm. diameter slip-
on mounts,

When a filter is used the exposure has to be increased. This increase is termed
the filter factor, and is specified in the instructions for the use of Agfa Filters.

If the filter factor is, for instance, 2, the iris diaphragm must be opened to one
stop larger than the exposure meter indicates (i. e. it must be set to the next
smaller number), or the next slower shutter speed used.

- If you intend to take a series of photographs using the same filter, we suggest
you take the filter factor into account in setting the film speed on the exposure
meter. Thus a filter factor of 2 would call for a reduction of 3/1° DIN (e. g. from
17 to 14), a filter factor of 4 a reduction of 6/4¢° DIN (e. g. from 17 to 11). The
advantage of thus incorporating the filter factor from the outset in the exposure
measurement is that it reduces to a minimum the time occupied in taking the
exposure reading and setting it on the shutter. Do notf, however, forget when
you remove the filter to reset the speed scale to the true speed of your film.

You can obtain these Agfa Filters, in their up-to-date transparent screw-top boxes,
from your photographic dealer: there is also a handy lens hood to match, made to
fit the filters.
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DEPTH-OF-FIELD TABLE FOR AGFA SOLINAR /28 50mm

With
camera
focused

on

and lens stopped down to

/2.8

f/4

f/5.6

7 8

the image will be sharp between ... and ...

31/z ft.
4 ft.

5 ft.

6 ft.

8 ft.
10 ft.
15 ft.
30 ft.

o0

34U —3 TV
3 0% — 4 1%
49y —5 24"
5814 — 6 4%”
7’5" —8'8”
9 1" — 11 %"
131777
232 — 4
100 — o

34y, —3'8”
393" — 4 2
48y —5 4y
5 6% —6 W
7' 2" — 8 113"
8% —117”
12°5”7 — 18 113,”
21717 52
70 — o

33 —38%”
383" — 4 3%"
47 —56

5 4%” —6'9”
6 NY” —9 5%
8 4% —12 4"
W% —21"2%"
18°10” —74'
50 — o0

323" —310”
7" — 45"
457 59"

52" —7" 14"
6’77 —10'3”
7710%” —13" 9%,
1077V — 25" "
16’37 — 205
35 — o0

Diameter of circle of confusion: 0.03 mm.

The subject distance should be measured from the focal plane
(the rear edge of the accessory shoe).
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"DEPTH-OF-FIELD TABLE FOR AGFA SOLINAR /2.8 50 mm.

With
camera
focused

on

fm

and lens stopped down to

116

the image will be sharp between . . .

and ...

31/z ft.
4 ft.
5 ft.
é ft.
8 ft.
10 ft.
15 ft.
30 ft.

oo

1% —3 1Y
3 6V — 4 10"
436 3y
4N 78y
627 — 11" 5y,
7 5% — 17 2%
9 8y” — 39" 2%
13 10" — oo
253 — oo

2NY — 43
345 Y
FN%”—69%”
4 6% — 8 10%"
577 143y,
& 5%” — 22 4y,
82" —95' 9"
2% — o
178" —oo

270" — 4 7"
31347 — 5" 634"
38U —7710”
42,7 —1010”

5 V4" — 20" 47
578347 — 427 134”7

7" V4" — oo

¥ %" — oo

1271M%” —

31

Diameter of circle of confusion: 0.03 mm.

The subject distance should be measured from the focal plane

(the rear edge of the accessory shoe).
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AGFA CAMERA-WERK AG. MUENCHEN

We reserve the right to make structural alterations of the
Agfa Siletie SL as a result of further development of the camera.
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